Worldview: Contact and Change

Grade 8: Final Exam

1. An historian once observed that in many societies, the tallest buildings in a community tell us a great deal about what people value the most. Based on your knowledge of medieval times, choose the tallest structure you would most likely see.
a) cathedral

b) blacksmith

c) courthouse

d) manor house

2. What economic adaptation would a peasant from a medieval manor have had to make if he or she had moved into a town?
a) variety of occupations available
b) the opportunity to start your own guild
c) the use of agricultural products for money
d) a decrease in taxes to the lord of the manor
3. What social adaptation would a peasant from a medieval manor have had to make if he or she had moved into a town?
a) more religious freedom was possible
b) the ability to escape from the social hierarchy
c) the social activities that were available in the town

d) the availability of healthcare like doctors and hospitals
4. Life for serfs living under the manorial system in the medieval period would have been dominated most by the importance of 
a) enjoying material possessions and wealth

b) enjoying a sense of freedom in everyday life
c) showing obedience to the lord of the manor
d) expanding knowledge of the world through travel 
5. Which factor below describes an important difference in worldview between people in medieval Europe and in modern Canada?
a) People in the medieval period spent much of their time working in order to take care of their families. 

b) Canadians are concerned about the amount of taxes they pay to the institutions that govern them.  

c) Agriculture in the Middle Ages was aimed at producing the largest crop in each season.
d) Technology today allows us to know what is occurring in other parts of Canada and the world.
6. During the medieval period, organizations called “guilds” were established in order to control goods, standards, training and work in specific areas. These guilds could best be described as early forms of :

a) town council
b) labour unions
c) educational associations

    
      d)  agricultural organizations
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Use the above diagram answer the following 2 questions.
7. Based on the hierarchy, who had the greatest ability for upward social mobility?
a) Crown

b) Commoners

c) Barons

d) Knights

8. Of the following statements about the feudal hierarchy, which is true?
a) the knights wielded power due to their military strength

b) the abbots and bishops  power was drawn from scripture

c) the power of the crown was based on the divine right of kings 

d) the commoners and peasants had the highest amount of power due to their numbers
9. By the year 1400, differences between city-states of Italy and other nations and monarchies in the rest of Europe were becoming more distinct. Which of the following items shows how the city-states were becoming different?
a) economies relied heavily on agriculture

b) travel between Europe was very rare

c) the area was controlled by the king and the local nobility

d) wealthy merchants and a middle class were the dominant group

10. Imagine that you are living in Venice in the year 1400 and you write to a friend of yours about what you see when you walk out the front door of your home.  Which of the following items would not be what you might see?
a) well built houses and shops

b) children working in factories

c) people dressing in fine clothing

d) merchants buying and selling a wide variety of products

11. The information on the map of trade routes in Renaissance Europe that you see above would be most useful in supporting the statement that:
a) Most trade in Renaissance Europe was carried on sea routes

b) Renaissance Europe developed a wide-ranging trade system

c) Renaissance Europe traded mostly in exotic items from Asia

d) Western Europe was the center of Renaissance trading routes

12. How did the physical geography of Italy explain where cities developed?
a) Italy is flat so cities grew quickly and easily
b) Italy is located in northern Europe close to the Atlantic Ocean

c) Italy is connected to Europe so trading via land routes was easy

d) Italy has numerous bays and is situated in the Mediterranean Sea making it ideal for trading with the east

  13.    Of the following quotes, which one would likely me spoken by a “Civic Humanist”?
a) “As a member of the larger community, I have very little impact on the decisions that are made within it.”

b) “As the dominant species on the earth, we as humans must use everything that the earth has to offer.”

c) “Every person in our society fits into a social hierarchy at birth and is unable to attain social mobility throughout their lifetime.”

d) “Through education, we can all be meaningful members of our society where we can contribute to our communities in positive ways.”
14.      From what you learned about Renaissance Europe, which of the following reflects how “Humanists” were involved in this period of time:
a) Thinking about what changes needed to be made to the feudal hierarchy

b) Sorting out the differing of opinions from different areas of Europe to create facts

c) Creating a system of thought that centers on all aspects of human beings

d) Discussing the existing relationship between the Catholic Church and the lives of Europeans
15.      Art played a significant role during the Renaissance. Of the following statements, which one is inconsistent with the way art was used during this period of time?
a) Patrons were people who paid artists to produce certain      works of art.

b) Many painters found their inspiration for their art from the works of the ancient Greeks and Romans.

c) Some artists were inspired from First Nations people who created petroglyphs and pictographs.

d) Painters began to include more elements from the Catholic Church in their works of art.

16.      If you were to look at two pieces of art one from the Medieval Period and one from the Renaissance Period what would some differences be if you were to compare them?
a) The emotions expressed by the characters in Renaissance Art would bring about the idea of thought or learning.

b) The pose of the characters in a painting from the Medieval Period would reflect the ideas of realism and elegance.

c) The background in a painting created during the Renaissance would include elements of either the crown or of the Catholic Church

d) The background in a painting creating during the Medieval Period would contain different elements related to the beauty of nature.
Use the following quote to answer the next question.

“Leonardo de Vinci wrote:

“We must consult experience in the variety of cases and circumstances until we can draw from them a general rule that is contained in them. And for what purposes are these rules good? They lead us to further investigations of nature and to creations of art.”

17.      In the quote Leonardo de Vinci is describing 
a. means of exploration

b. scientific method

c. the beliefs of astronomers

d. rules for completing an investigation
Use the following medical prescription to answer the next question.
“In one pound of olive oil cook ten green lizards and filter them through line; add one measure of marjoram and wormwood; cook slowly and set by for use.” 

18. What does the above medical prescription suggest about Renaissance medicine

a. remedies were based on astrology

b. doctors had little knowledge about anatomy

c. remedies from the environment were an important part of healing

d. doctors experimented with various items to find a cure
Use the following quote from Machiavelli to answer the next 2 questions
“It needs to be understood that a prince , and especially a prince recently installed [placed in power], cannot observe [follow] all those qualities which make men good, and it is often necessary in order to preserve the state to act contrary to faith, contrary to mercy, contrary to humaneness and contrary to religion.”

19. What does the above quote demonstrate about Machiavelli’s viewpoint on leadership?

a. religion had power over the state

b. a prince could not be everything to all his people

c. a prince had to be able to make decisions that not everyone would like

d. the prince could do anything as long as it was good for the state as a whole
20. Considering the quote above, if the Prince was the teacher and the students were the subjects, which of the following actions which of the following actions would the teacher most likely take to resolve a problem with a student:
a. the teacher would give the student a warning and let them go at the end of the day
b. The teacher would call home to speak with the student’s parents and suggest a meeting.

c. The teacher would assign a lunch-time detention

d. The teacher would ignore the problem
21. Martin Luther attacked the sale of indulgences in his Ninety-Five Theses to demonstrate his view that the Catholic Church was
a. supporting humanist and scientific writing

b. corrupt and abusing its’ authority

c. using Church money to help the poor

d. refusing to recognize the rights of other religions

22. The Catholic Counter Reformation was a time when the Catholic Church


a. countered the arguments of Martin Luther

b. examined its policies to reduce corruption in the priesthood

c.  tried to remove the threat of other religions to the Catholic Church

d. lost much of its authority and membership because of the Protestant     Reformation
23. The ideas of people such as Leonardo da Vinci, Galileo Galilei, Niccollo Machiavelli, Martin Luther, Savonarola spread quickly across Europe mostly because of 
a. invention of new methods of transportation

b. increase in trade that occurred during the Renaissance

c. availability of books as a result of the invention of the printing press

d. growth in the number of universities throughout Europe during the Renaissance.
Refer to Figure 5-26 on text page 120 to answer the next two questions
24. The primary purpose common to the four explorers shown on the map was  to 

a) initiate contact with new cultural groups

b) find new sea routes to Asia

c) make scientific discoveries

d) investigate religious beliefs held by other groups
25.These explorers were most surprised by which geographic problem indicated on the map?

a) The distance from Europe to Asia

b) The time required to sail around Africa

c) The location of Australia

d) The existence of the Americas  

Use the following excerpt to answer Question 26 

The Articles of Agreement between the Lords the Catholic Sovereigns 

and Cristobal Colon

Firstly, that Your Highnesses, as actual Lords of the said Oceans, appoint from this date the said Cristobal Colon to be your Admiral in all these islands and mainlands which by his activity and industry shall be discovered or acquired…


Likewise, that Your Highnesses appoint the said Don Cristobal Colon to be your Admiral/your Viceroy and Governor General in all the said islands and mainlands…


   that of all and every kind of merchandise whatsoever…which may be bought, bartered, discovered, and obtained…that he may have and take for himself, the tenth part of the whole…

                                                     By command of the King and of the Queen

26.From the point of view of an Indigenous person in the New World, the above Articles of Agreement would most likely be considered

a) acceptable, because contact with Spain would probably increase trade

b) acceptable, because the King of Spain is Lord of the Oceans

c) unacceptable, because the King of Spain has no right to take command of the land and property of the New World

d) unacceptable, because the inhabitants of the New World should be given money and goods by the King of Spain
Use the organizer below to answer Question 27 
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27. A feature common to the goals above is that they were all
a) direct causes of the Renaissance in Europe

b) indirect results of increased trade during the Middle Ages

c) motives for European exploration and expansion

d) reasons for the development of humanism and the Renaissance worldview
Use the following quotation to answer Question 28.
“[you have the authority to] subdue, occupy and possess all such towns, cities, castles and isles of them found…getting unto us (King Henry) the rule, title and jurisdiction of the same villages, towns, castles and firm land so found…”

                                               (King Henry VII’s instructions to Giovanni Caboto)

28. These instructions to Giovanni Caboto in 1497 indicate that the King’s main purpose for the voyage was to 

a) expand the authority of the Church

b) gain new territories for England

c) create English alliances with new nations

d) increase geographic knowledge through discoveries

Use the following articles from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) to answer the next 2 questions
Article 3: Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.

Article 4: No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms.

Article 6: Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.

Article 18: Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

Article 21: Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely chosen representatives. 

29. The Spanish use of Indigenous peoples on plantations and mines in the New World would have most violated which of the Articles? 

a) Article 3

b) Article 4

c) Article 6

d) Article 18

30. In 1500, few of these Articles from the Universal Declaration of  Human Rights would have been in agreement with the dominant worldview of the time. However, in 1948 and today, most people in Canada would argue that these Articles are a basic part of our worldview.  This change seems to indicate that

a) worldviews sometimes change, but attitudes to human rights are constant

b) what is considered right in one time period will be constantly accepted as right

c) worldviews change significantly from one time period to the next 

d) what one society accepts will often be considered acceptable in other societies

31. In the old television series “Star Trek,” when a Federation starship encountered other groups of beings throughout the universe, the officers and crew followed the “Prime Directive,” a rule that said they were not to interfere with or change, in any way, the culture or worldviews of any group they encountered. To a European explorer in the Age of Exploration, this Prime Directive would most likely have been considered

a) reasonable, since other cultures have the right to continue the practice of their traditions

b) unreasonable, since African and Asian nations posed a threat to European independence

c) reasonable, since the main aim of European explorers was to find new trading markets

d) unreasonable, since European nations felt their worldview was superior to those of other nations they encountered
To answer Question 3, refer to Figure 9-7 on text page 199. 

32.The information on the map would best support the conclusion that

a) medieval Spain benefited from the Muslim culture

b) large areas of Spain were unaffected by Muslim conquerors

c) medieval Spain was dominated by violence and warfare against Muslims

d) most areas of Spain were controlled by Muslim forces in 1250
33. Expulsion of Jewish people from Spain and the Spanish Inquisition used to find and punish any who challenged the Christian Church were steps taken by the King and Queen of Spain following the

a) Spanish conquest of Grenada and the defeat of the Muslims

b) Muslim takeover of most of the territory of the Iberian peninsula

c) discovery of unknown lands to the west of Spain by Columbus

d) creation of new fighting methods by Spanish armies

34. A person with the Spanish worldview at the time of the conquest of the Aztecs would most likely have defended the Spanish victory arguing that

a) the gold taken from the Aztecs would pay the cost of the conquest

b) victory over the Aztecs meant they could be converted to Christianity

c) victory was revenge for previous encounters between the Aztecs and Spanish

d) the exploration of new lands added to the knowledge of the Spanish
Use the following situation to answer Question 35
A student in a Grade 8 social studies class in Alberta was asked to make a list of her main goals in life. The four goals that she wrote were:

Goal 1: To become wealthy enough that she could live in luxury for life. 

Goal 2: To help others in the world who were less fortunate than she. 

Goal 3: To have a stable and happy family. 

Goal 4: To become famous and recognized for her great accomplishments.

35. Which of the above goals would have been shared by the Spanish who were involved in the conquest of Mexico?

a) Goals 1 and 2

b) Goals 2 and 3

c) Goals 2 and 4

d) Goals 1 and 4

36. The book written by Bartolomé de las Casas, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies, condemned the actions taken by the Spanish against the Indigenous peoples in the Americas. Which of the following arguments would not have been used by a supporter of the Spanish actions to defend what had occurred?
a) The Spanish actions were necessary since the people in the Americas needed to be converted to Christianity. 

b) Spain was not the only nation involved in the conquest of the Americas. 

c) Only a few Spanish people committed the actions which the book condemned. 

d) The wealth gained from the conquest of the Americas allowed Spain to improve living conditions for the Indigenous peoples. 

37. If a historian were trying to prove that economic motives were most important in the Spanish takeover of the Americas, which piece of evidence would be most useful?
a) The attempt to exclude all other beliefs from Spain after the reconquest of the Spanish peninsula from the Muslims. 

b) The belief that a unified Spain would lead to success for the nation. 

c) The quest for gold to pay the armies to protect and expand Spanish territory. 

d) The desire to win fame and military glory on foreign battlefields. 

Use the following events to answer the next two questions
Event 1: Emperor Moctezuma dies

Event 2: The Aztec hear rumours of strangers arriving on the coast

Event 3: The city of Tenochtitlan is destroyed by the Spanish

Event 4: Cortés and the Spanish march to Tenochtitlan

38. .The correct order of the above events was

a) Event 1, 2, 4, 3

b) Event 2, 3, 4, 1

c) Event 2, 4, 1, 3 

d) Event 3, 4, 1, 2

39.The immediate Aztec response to Event 2 was to 

a) welcome the Spanish into their capital city

b) attack the Spanish before they reached Tenochtitlan

c) call for assistance from neighbouring groups

d) close causeways and deny entrance to the invaders
40.Which of the following statements made by or about Cortés most strongly suggests Cortés's motive for his expedition to Mexico?

a) “Be assured, Moctecuhzoma, have no fear. We love you greatly. Today our hearts are at peace." 

b) "Almighty God, in whose name it (the war with the Aztecs) will be waged, will give us victory...."

c) "He (Cortés) was a source of trouble to his parents as well as to himself...."

d) "I came to get gold not to till the land like a peasant."

41.  Imagine that you were an Aztec citizen living in Tenochtitlan at the time when Cortés and his Spanish army first arrived in the city. You were one of the first people to see these strangers, and you run back to your family to describe your impressions. Of the following list, select the item that you would likely not notice.
a) Spanish army riding horses 

b) Soldiers possessing firearms

c) Spanish speaking a different language

d) Skin color would be the same as the Aztecs
42.The Exclusion Laws passed by the government of Edo Japan, were put into effect mostly as a result of 

a) Western attempts to seize control of Japan

b) Japanese fears of being conquered and enslaved as the Aztecs were

c) the distrust of Christianity by the followers of Confucius

d) the concern of the Shogun over threats to his power and to Japanese culture

Use the following excerpts from the Exclusion Laws to answer questions 43 and 44
Excerpt I:  Foreign objects, such as any book containing a Christian message, and any scientific books, are banned. 

Excerpt II:  Japanese are not allowed to go abroad; any Japanese out of the country will not be allowed to return.

Excerpt III:  All Christian missionaries and foreign traders must leave Japan, and may not return.

Excerpt IV:  Japanese ships able to make long ocean voyages must be destroyed, and new ships may no longer be built. 

43. All of these provisions in the Exclusion Laws resulted in Edo Japan’s policy of 

a) imperialism

b) isolationism

c) expansionism

d) militarism
44. If a nation in the modern world wanted to impose similar restrictions in its country, the widespread use of the Internet would pose the greatest challenge to the enforcement of 

a) Excerpt I

b) Excerpt II

c) Excerpt III

d) Excerpt IV
45. The European traders who were still allowed some contact with Edo Japan despite the Exclusion Laws were

a) English

b) French

c) Italians

d) Dutch

46. Which of the following aspects of the worldview of Renaissance Europe would have been acceptable to a person with a worldview of Edo Japan? 

a) Human beings should use their powers of reason to find the truth for themselves. 

b) People should study and learn more about the people of other times and places. 

c) Political leaders should use their power to ensure the security and stability of the nation they rule. 

d) Artists and scientists should experiment with new means of finding out about the world around them. 
47. To a Grade 8 student in Alberta today, which of the following features of Edo Japan’s isolation would most likely be considered an advantage?
a) The rigid rules which controlled all social classes

b) The stability and peace which resulted from control

c) The limits on personal freedom imposed by the rulers

d) The inability of people to move from one class to another

48. What geographic feature of Japan was the greatest factor in aiding the long-term success of the policy of isolation begun by the leaders of Edo Japan?

a) The mountainous terrain of Japan

b) The frequent natural disasters which occurred in Japan

c) The island location of the nation of Japan

d) The limited number of natural resources in the nation of Japan

49. Three of the following choices describe problems which occurred in Edo Japan during the period of isolation. Which one was not a problem?
a) Japanese peasants suffered through a series of disasters and famines. leading to food shortages and starvation. 

b) Samurai, because of the long period of peace, were often unable to fill their traditional roles as warriors. 

c) Foreign nations began to put pressure on the Japanese government to allow a greater amount of trade. 

d) Japanese cultural and artistic traditions experienced a Golden Age of Creativity. 

50. .The term “sovereignty” is defined as “the authority of a state to govern itself, to make independent decisions and to maintain its borders.” Which of the following statements best describes how a supporter of the Shogun in Edo Japan in 1853 would have viewed the arrival of the “Black Ships” of Commodore Perry in Japan?

a) Japanese sovereignty would be strengthened by the arrival of the Americans and their advanced weapons. 

b) Japanese sovereignty would be threatened because they had little choice in the signing of the Unequal Treaties.

c) Japanese sovereignty would be increased as a result of new sources of trade and technology from the Americans.

d) Japanese sovereignty would be unaffected as a result of the small number of Americans that arrived. 
51. In the Meiji period of Japan, which new element of government was considered to be the most essential?

a) Emphasis on loyalty to the Emperor

b) Creation of a Western-style democracy

c) Guarantee of rights to all Japanese citizens

d) Abolition of the Japanese feudal system
Use the following methods of the Meiji Government to answer Questions 52 and 53
Method 1:  Send representatives to Europe and the United States to learn about Western culture. 

Method 2:  Hire foreign experts to install machinery in Japan and teach Japanese workers how to use the equipment. 

Method 3:  Establish large businesses with government funds, then sell them at a low price to large family firms. 

Method 4:  Expand education to create more skilled workers.

52. The common objective of the methods described above was to 

a) increase the foreign ownership of Japanese business

b) increase the level of industrialization in Japan

c) improve living conditions for Japanese workers

d) improve relations with the nations of the West
53. In implementing these Methods, the principle which was most important to the Meiji government was the desire to 

a) complete industrialization as quickly as possible

b) ensure that no changes occurred within Japanese society

c) modernize Japan without losing traditional values and beliefs

d) adjust to Western culture by increasing Japanese military strength
Use the following information  to answer question 54

Event 1:  Commodore Perry arrives in Japan

Event 2:  Edo Japan maintains a rigid isolationist policy

Event 3:  The Meiji Restoration restores the power of the Japanese Emperor

Event 4:  Civil war and unrest disrupt the Japanese nation

54. Which of the following choices arranges the events in Japanese History in the correct chronological order?

a) Event 1, 2, 4 and 3

b) Event 2, 1, 4 and 3

c) Event 3, 2, 1 and 4 

d) Event 2, 4, 3 and 1
Use the following map to answer question 55

55. Which of the following statements most accurately describes a conclusion that could be drawn from an examination of the map above?

a) Japan’s policy of isolation continued during the Meiji Restoration.

b) After 1868, Japan adopted a policy of imperialism and expansion.

c) After 1868, Japan cooperated with China to resist Western influence. 

d) Japan’s ability to expand was limited by the lack of a Western-style military
56.To a supporter of the principles of Edo Japan, the events shown on the map would have been most

a) acceptable, since Japan gained a great deal of territory

b) acceptable, since Japan could learn new traditions from the acquired territory

c) unacceptable, since violence was often used to gain the new territory

d) unacceptable, since Japanese traditions would be threatened by exposure to outside influences
57. .In the early years of Meiji Japan, the increase in meat in the Japanese diet, the cutting of men’s topknots, and the wearing of Western clothing were all associated with 

a) Western practices rejected by the Japanese

b) customs supported by Japanese traditionalists

c) customs forced on Japan by the arrival of Western imperialism

d) practices adapted by many Japanese to conform to Western customs

58. In Meiji Japan, the backlash of people who were concerned about the rapid pace of Westernization in Japan was best described by the motto

a) Civilization and Enlightenment

b) Western science, Japanese essence

c) Westernization at any Cost

d) Following the Path of Our Ancestors

59.The changes in the early years of Westernization in Meiji Japan were of concern to conservatives in Japan because of a tendency to

a) neglect the development of Japanese industry

b) change the status of the Emperor

c) reduce the emphasis on agricultural production

d) discard Japanese traditions and practices 

60. Using your knowledge of local, provincial and national politics select the item that identifies the leaders of each level of government for Edmonton, Alberta and Canada.


a) Ron Hayter, Ralph Klein, Gilles Duceppe


b) Stephen Mandel, Ralph Klein, Stephane Dion


c) Stephen Mandel, Ed Stelmach, Stephen Harper


d) Karen Leibovicci, Brian Mason, Stephen Harper
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